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Jocelyn Armstrong 

Faith:  Anglican Christian.  

Jocelyn has been a member of the church's national General Synod and has also been 

involved in the ecumenical movement at national and international levels. She is a retired 

secondary school teacher and is the author of the textbook 'Discovering Diversity' that 

introduces students to the World Religions now present in New Zealand. 

 

Steve Drake 

Faith: Member of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’í’s of Auckland City for 

many years.  

Steve has served on the Auckland Interfaith Council for over 4 years and is currently 

Treasurer. He has also represented the Bahá’í faith in several other Interfaith settings over 

many years.  

Background and skills: 

Self-employed Property Investor, working previously 35 years in the construction industry as 

Project Manager/Director for major organisations both in New Zealand and overseas.  Steve 

was a founding member and Fellow in the Institute of Arbitrators and Mediators and on the 

list of Adjudicators for resolution of construction disputes. He is an active Justice of the 

Peace. 

 

Ruth Cleaver: 

Faith: Unificationist 

Representing: Family Federation for World Peace and Universal Peace Federation  

Background and skills:  

Born and raised in Montreal, Canada in the Jewish faith; 
Became a member of the Unification movement at age 21 in the USA; 
Moved to NZ in 1989 after marriage to a ‘kiwi’, have 4 adult children; 
Employed (since 2002) as a Trusts administrator in an accounting firm;  
Involved as a volunteer in interfaith work for over 30 years both in USA and NZ; 
Founding member of Auckland Inter-Faith Council and served as Treasurer for 7 years and 
as President since 2010;  
Founding member of the Inter-religious and International Federation for World Peace (now 
known as the Universal Peace Federation) in New Zealand; 
Founding member and first chairwoman, Women’s Federation for World Peace (NZ); 
Attended Parliament of World Religions in Melbourne (2009); 
Attended every National Interfaith Forum in NZ 2005- current. 
 

Wendy Lelo 

Faith: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

Born in the U.K., lived in NZ since 1968. In 1978, spent 5 years back in the U.K. to study for 

qualifications to become a genealogist. Member of LDS Church since 1963, served in 

various capacities. For the past 5 years, has been Director of Public Affairs, focusing on 

inter-faith.  

 

Harpreet Singh Kohli 

Faith: Sikh 

Has been in NZ since October 2001,  living with his wife and 2 sons. 

A post-graduate in Chemistry from India, with extensive technical sales and service 

experience both in India and NZ. Currently working in operations and accounts for APCO 

Coatings, a paint manufacturing and distribution company in E.Tamaki. 



Harpreet is a keen hockey player, enjoys volunteer work, and has been leading blood 

donation drives among the Sikh community.  

 

Daud Azimullah 

Faith: Islam 

Representing the Federation of Islamic Associations of NZ (FIANZ) 

Daud has served for 6 years as an Executive Member of FIANZ. 

He has been involved in various capacities in the New Zealand Muslim Association, the 

Auckland affiliate in FIANZ, since 2000. 

He was employed for 11 years as Senior Administrator at the University of Auckland, and at 

Manukau Institute of Technology for 4 years. 

Daud received the MNZM in 2007, and in 2009 became a Justice of the Peace.  

 

Ram Lingam 

Faith: Sanãtana Dharma (Hindu Dharma) – practicing the Vedanta wisdom tradition 

Born and bred in Mumbai, India, Ram has been in New Zealand since 1997. He is a post 

graduate with MBA, B.Com and currently studying Masters of Education.  'Animal welfare 

campaigner’, also enjoys reading, writing and speaking. Ram is a trustee and President of 

the Chinmaya Mission in Auckland the Co-ordinator of Hindu Wisdom Workshops with the 

Hindu Council NZ and HOTA Forum. He is a Hindu researcher, culture writer, conference 

presenter, interfaith speaker, event manager and columnist. He is the Secretary of the 

Manukau Indian Association, and founder of Sports, Recreation and Outdoor Trust 

(SPROUT). He is employed in the New Zealand public sector for two decades in the area of 

eLearning and learning & development. 

 

Fiona Brennan  

Faith: Buddhist     

I have been active in Interfaith dialogue for many years in the UK  and worked for a number 
of faith based organisations:  Roman Catholic, Anglican and Buddhist.  I hold a B. A Hons in 
Theology and Religious studies and was an ordained nun within the New Kadampa Tradition 
of Mahayana Buddhism for 10 years.  Now based in Auckland with my Kiwi partner Fraser, 
my full time role is as the Operations Manager of Auckland Deaf Society, and  I participate 
in  a number of voluntary organisations and interfaith events. I am associated with 
Compassion Kadampa Buddhist Centre based on the North Shore. 
 
Beate Matthies 

Faith: Roman Catholic 

Beate Matthies is the manager of Te Ngakau Waiora Mercy Spirituality Centre. 

Originally from Germany, Beate has a background in linguistics, history of art (MA) as well 

as marketing and business (MBA). Beate is passionate about issues of social justice, an 

area she has worked in for more than ten years. 

She is member of the Catholic ADCEIR (Auckland Diocesan Commission for Ecumenism 

and Interfaith Relations), has a weekly radio programme at Access Radio Planet FM (Muffin 

Talk), and is involved in her local community. 

Paul Wilton 

Faith:  Jewish  

Paul has been a member of the Auckland Jewish community for over 28 years, having 

immigrated here from South Africa.  Paul has held positions on the Progressive synagogue 

Board of Management and Auckland Jewish Burial & Benevolent Society. 

 


